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Senator labels refusal to testlfy “affront to oversxght”
CDFA nnd DPH urged ra pamcrpate m legzslanve rewew of safe!y af raw mzlk

. SACRAMENTO Labelmg thelr actmns a “dlsrespectfu! affront 10 thc overSIght l'unctlon
- of the Senare.” Senator Dean Florez, D-Shafter, today sharply eriticized the leaders of the

departments of public health and ag'ncultura for the1r refusnl to pmclpate in an upcormn!,

" hr.anng on the saf'ery of raw milk.

Flarez wrote o AG, Kawamura, secretary of the Callforma Departrnent of Food &
“Agriculre (CDFA), and Dr. Mark Horton, director of the California Dcpartmcnt of Public .
- Health (DPH), to express his. extreme  disappointment -that they would not send
“ representatives to the April 15 Senate hearmg “Farm Fresh Milk: Assuring Safety &
“Consumer Choice.” ' The hearing Is a joint effort between the Senate Agriculture
Committee and the Senate Sclect Comminee on Food-bomne Iiness, ‘which have
_ Jurlsdxcnon over bnth agcncics as weliasagnculture and food safery R

The two commirtees are scheduled 0 hear from food safery SCIEﬂl]btb, ruallers, producers :

| -and consumers on the raw milk industry as a whole, yet the heads of DPH and CDFA are . -
.claiming they cannot pamclpate due to pendmg htigation wnth an 1ndw1dua] dalry whxch is
- net the focus of thc hcarmg ’ P '

Florez suggestcd Kawamura and Horton stop hldmg behmd therr htxganon clarm and brmg

‘legal counsel'to the hearing, if they believe there are particular questions it would be

- inappropriate lo answer, rather than deny the Senate information they need To make rha
- best declsmns on behalf of Cahfornm consumers gmng forward :

T Altached isa copy of tnday 5 letter from Florez o the leaders of DPH and CDFA L
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D thar CDI‘ A and C.DPH appear at the Apr:l 15 hcanng 0 prov;de pubhc tesnmony in thns matter, lwould o

: '_'encouragc each agency 1o bring h.;,al counsel 0 the hearing to address any legal concerns thar may arjge
. in the hearing, Your lack of parnmpauun in this hearing will be seen asa publm qilronl 10 thu nversxght
- funcnon of the Sendte as an. msutuuon and wﬂi not bc well mkr.n. K _

:-Please conﬁrm )four anendance al IhL hcarinﬂ by 4 00pm on Monddy, Apnl 7. 007 - S

e _SmL.crLly, :
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i Dcar Sccrcl'a_r'}'_Kz_v:wam'urii :and Dr. Hd_non: o

1w extremely dissppointed that the California Department of Food & Agriculture and the California .
- ‘Department of Public Health arc aulempting 10 svoid participation in a Senate joint commitice hearing on
- "Farm Presh Milk: Assuring Safery & Consumer Choice,” P AEE SRR P LTI

Your aftempt 10 hide behind pending litigation” between Organic Pastures and the State of Calitornia is
not well taken, "The hearing on April | 3th is regarding un industry as a whole. and not a specific dairy,
Furthermore, a draft agenda provided o your respective stafls clearly demonstrates that the wilnesses at
_the hearing will address the industry s a whole. The Comminees will hear testimony from well-
- respected food safely sciemists from UC Davis, as well as retailers, producers, and consumers of larm
-, fresh milk. S R : : T e

- There is no question that the participation of CDTA and CDPH at this hearing is both necessary and - —
.- appropriate. Each agency is intimalely involved in both the regulation of, as well as the investigation of '
- any {ood-borne illness vulbreaks related 1o raw milk. Furthermore, the respective Commitiees have S
- Jurisdiction over the regulation of agriculture, food-borne illncss. as well as your respective agencies. As

. public agencies you have a duty 1o appuar before the Commitiees and provide testimony regarding how
the Administration is handling issues related to the tarm fresh milk industry. 70 o '

Legislative oversight cannot be diciated, or somehow contingent, upon litipation or potential litigarion
that may be pending against the Siate ol California. Accordingly, the Commirtees respectfully requeast



